THE  FALL FROM  POWER

property near London. So they were refused ;
but this partial restoration and sign of the King's
favour brightened the days of his convalescence
and he was soon restored to comparatively good
health. Nevertheless, he was advised to leave the
damp air of Esher for a house at Richmond ; but
Norfolk was going to give him no rest until he
got him well out of the King's reach. His
harassing of the sick man smacks of venom ; but
it is probable that the duke realised the lean spell
that the Cardinal still exercised over the King,
and that his restoration to power might mean
the ruin of England even now. He was bent
on getting the Cardinal to York.

Wolsey had been dangerously ill; and if the
illness had not transformed him, it had at least
made an impression on him, and much of the
fight was by this time knocked out of him. When
he realised that Norfolk was determined on his
removal, he told Cromwell he would go, if only
he could find the money. The money was
immediately forthcoming from the Lords of the
Counsel, and, at the beginning of Passion Week,
for the first time in his life, Wolsey set out for his
diocese at York : but he was allowed to spend a
short while first in the Charterhouse at Richmond,
which Colet had built and where he had died*
Here we see, for the first time, glimpses of some-
thing like repentance. It has been suggested that
in those surroundings he was reminded of Colefs
famous sermon on humility, preached fifteen